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Ray Prag, community leader
and cofounder of Pacifica Garden.
Photo: Courtesy of Peg Prag.

his wife, Peg, cofounded Pacifica Garden,
a501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation covering
540 stewarded acres of natural beauty open
to the public in Williams, Oregon. started Forestfarm Nursery. Totally in

Ray was born in 1947 in Milwaukee, awe of plants and their diversity, Ray and
Wisconsin. He graduated from the Peggrew Forestfarm from their passion of
University of Wisconsin and received a  growing native plants—in used tin cans

& National Science Foundation grant to collected from restaurants—to one of the
- m A ill led— T f$1 ! , . . . o
ot il et —mp thogen iild I pursue a master’s degree in horticulture top mail-order nurseries in the country,

Ehanks to our g;iem?ership i'n the Institute for Nl? nprofit Nevsf (INN?’ we and botany at the University of California-  growing 5,000 different kinds of plants
j have again qualified for INN's annual NewsMatch program, where national Davis (UC-Davis). Working under and providing plants to zoos, arboretums

funders interested in supporting community publications will match local Professor Andrew Leiser, Ray studied (even the White House), and people all

Each year since 2021, we have published an extra edition of the Applegater.
© " And each year you, our readers, have stepped up to the plate to donate when
- it means the most—during the annual matching funds drive beginning
November 1. We can't thank you enough for keeping the Applegater alive and

~ well, especially now, when we are celebrating the newsmagazine's 30th year!
- From November 1 through the end of 2024, every donation you

individual donations (up to %‘I’OOO cach) made in November and D ece‘mb'er. growing plants for revegetation. over the country. This was, of course, with
We rely on these .donatlons to cover I‘nOSt of t}‘le costs of publishing f# Ray and Peg met at UC-Davis, moved  the help of a large family of “forestfarmers,”
the Applegater. Especially helpful are ongoing donations to the Applegater. to Williams in 1974, built a house, and See RAY PRAG, page 3.

8 Pledges of even $5 a month go a long way toward ensuring the stability
= of our operations. Plus, during the NewsMatch period, if you make &
S a recurring pledge, NewsMatch will match the full annual value of B8
% your pledge—a 12-to-one bonus! (Just hit the donate button on the
2% applegater.org home page, then click on “Make this a monthly donation.”)
Four times a year—at no cost to recipients—24 pages of articles appear in
~ more than 12,000 mailboxes throughout the 700 square miles of the Applegate
Valley, bringing you news and information about the neighborhoods you live §
in. Even more copies are distributed to dozens of local businesses. _
What makes that possible? You do. The Applegater is published by a |
nonprofit organization—Applegate Valley Community Newspaper, Inc.—
established by Applegaters, for Applegaters, and supported by our generous &
donors and advertisers. y:
Whether you donate online with a credit card or write a check and use §
- the envelope included in this issue to mail it to the Applegater, we appreciate
- your support for the only news source delivered free to your doorstep that
~ covers the many communities of the Applegate River watershed and provides |

information about your neighbors and your neighborhoods you won't find " _ _ _ _ '
anywhere else hecEY Community sponsors and supporters gathered at the Swine and Wine fundraiser to celebrate

i th iSiti f ildland fi ine for the Appl te Valley Fire D t, t.
To keep the Applegater coming, please send your check ($1,000 is the = ¢ acquisition ofa new wildland fire engine for the Appiegate v F'fg/ot;r.eKj,Zi;rerZ?a
maximum individual donation that can be matched)—made out to the ' '
Applegater—to PO Box 14, Jacksonville, OR 97530, and mail it in the reply 1 1
envelope inserted in this extra edition. Be sure to date your check between Ca m pa I g n fo r a Wi I d Ia n d
November 1 - December 31, 2024, or your donation cannot be doubled.

Credit cards are accepted at applegater.org. Look for the yellow “Donate” fl re e n g N e - l o b d o n e !

button on our home page (or click on the “Support the Gater” link at the

bottom of the list in the far left column). BY LIZA CROSSE
Thank you! You are the Gater! Almost a year ago, at a fire district  the Applegate Fire District (Friends) were
With much appreciation, spaghetti dinner, a man named Bill Borah  being given a gift—one that would lead to
Applegater Board of Directors came up to me out of the blue and said, a wonderful string of events.
gater@applegater.org * applegater.org “I'd like to cook a pig for you.” I was a bit The Friends realized that a pig
surprised by this unusual proposal, but it roast could be a fun way to engage
quickly became clear that the Friends of See FIRE ENGINE CAMPAIGN, page 3.
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Thank You to Our Sponsors for Supporting the
Applegate Valley Fire District and the
Campaign for a Wildland Fire Engine!

Special thanks to

The Applegate Partnership and Watershed Council for serving as our fiscal sponsor and generous supporter.

Red Lily Vineyards for providing a beautiful venue.

Bill Borah and Tim Ryan for providing the roast pig, and The Perfect Bite, for the delicious side dishes for the dinner.

The Ford Family Foundation for an important grant.

And to the Josephine County Foundation and an anonymous donor, who together provided $20,000 in matching grants!

Applegate Partnership and Watershed Council

Cindy and Mike Gervais
Malcolm Smith and Ro Mamone
Lauri and David Dobbs
Frank and Evie Ault
Mary Wolk
Ellen Barry
Lora and Chris West

Tim and Liza Crosse
Troon Vineyard and Farm
Code 3 Coffee and Snacks

Ken and Janis Chapman

Michael and Liv Schneider
Robert Schumack
Annette Parsons
Mike and Sheila Inglis
Al and Laura Duey
Sheryl Vannelli
John L Scott Real Estate

SCHULTZ
GLORY OAKS

VINEYARD & FARM
EST. 2010

sunshine

Fire Chief Sponsors
Judy Crowe
Noble Dairy
777 Guest Ranch
Barking Moon Farm
Stacie Brink
Joe and Carol Neil
Tom and Kathy Carstens
Paul Schoenfeld
Lyn Hennion

Fire Captain Sponsors
Babette and Stephen Rapp

The Academy Vineyards
Herb Quady/Quady North Winery
Blissful Being Wellness & Montage Oriental
Medicine

Engineer Sponsors
Dr. Susan and Grant Konecny
Lauri and James Grigsby
Eric Donnell
Jeff Haas
Anonymous
Mark Beyer
Diane and John Donaldson
Karl and Barbara Krack
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Priscilla and Steve Weaver
Hidden Valley Market
Sunshine Solar
Lehi Pump Service
Heather and Eric Adams
Erinn Kearney
Dave and Janet Scimeca

Sally Mackler

Schultz Glory Oaks Vineyard and Farm
Kingfisher Farms
Jack and Cindy Luce
Karen Giese

Sandy and Tim Place
Tif’s Trading Post
SGU Insurance/SSIC Inc.
Teddi Davis
Alan Caddell
Gary Herman
Chuck and Donna Baird
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Thanks to the generous donors of our featured auction and meal items
The Lindsay Lodge, Troon Vineyards, Applegate Golf Club, The Station, Oshala Farm, Bella Union, M&C Gervais, Pennington Farms,
Jacksonville Vet Clinic, GoodBean Coffee, Rogue Creamery, Crooked Barn Winery, WorkSharp, Blossom Barn Cidery, Cowhorn Vineyard,
Schmidt Family Vineyards, Wooldridge Creek Winery, Provolt Country Store, Code3 Coffee, Sweets ‘n Eats, Schultz Glory Oaks Vineyard,
Wanderlust Vineyard, Greg Enos, Ray Gierloff, Janis Mohr Tipton, Paul Cid.

Friends of the Applegate Fire District - https://friendsofapplegatefire.org
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was built. In all this time, we have never
been sprayed.

Skunks are gentle, nonviolent beings
who go about work and family minding
their own business. Like all other wildlife,
skunks are focused on making a living

Your neighbors the skunks:
gentle, nonviolent friends

BY GAY BRADSHAW

It’s one of those early fall evenings when
clouds are pink, blue, and gray—muscular,
but peaceful, because they lack the threat
of lightning. I'm standing at the edge of the
field looking out in wonder at the miracle
of the Applegate Valley. My family has had
the privilege of living on this sliver of land
just over the hill from McKee Bridge for
70 years. Even after all this time, every day
is more astounding than the one before.

Meanwhile, my mind, off with the
clouds gliding across the mountain,
is suddenly brought to ground with
something—someone—brushing past
my leg. Looking down, I see that it is
Skunkie—not a very inventive name, but
hers nonetheless.

She is an elderly skunk who has shared
our cabin—we above the floor, and she
below—for at least five years. I know this
because I recognize her. When you pay
attention and look closely, you see that
every skunk is unique. Just like humans,
in addition to distinct body shape, size,
and ways of carrying themselves, skunks

have distinct personalities. Some are
standoffish, others circumspect, others
charming. Then there are, like Skunkie,
those who are born with a deep sense of
equanimity and beatitude.

The striped skunks common to the
Applegate Valley are one of multiple skunk
species largely confined to North America.
Two distinct lineages of striped skunks live
around here. One tends to be full-bodied
with an ample and elegant plume of a
tail, while the other is of smaller frame
with a much sparser tail. Baby skunks are
adorable. They are miniature scaled-down
versions of their parents. Most are wary
when they make their first forays outside
the natal den. When they spot someone
new, their tiny tails pop up so quickly that
the young skunk almost tips over, tail over
head. Mother skunk is usually nearby to
give feedback as to whether the newcomer
is a friend or someone to worry about.
Despite their ability to give out a very
pungent spray, skunks are eaten by coyotes,
pumas, and other carnivores. Indeed, their

\ ¢
Good neighbor skunk.
Photo: Bryan Padron.

method of defense is rarely utilized. They
spray out of fear for their lives. The best
way to avoid provoking a skunk is to avoid
making a skunk fearful.

Skunks have excellent senses of smell
and hearing, but, in comparison, their
eyesight is quite limited. This is why it
is important to make yourself known
around a skunk. Do not scream or yell
or make frightening motions—just say
hello and understand that when skunks
spray, it is because they have felt that
their lives, or those of their children, are
threatened. There have been countless
generations of skunks living here—well
before our time, well before McKee Bridge

in peace. I often see them mingling
with raccoons, deer, possums, and wild
turkeys. They are integral to keeping the
neighborhood in balance by foraging on
insects, worms, and larvae. Their digging
keeps the soil acrated and healthy. Making
a living in the wild is not easy, and there
is no time, energy, or reason for bothering
someone else. Some skunks, however, go
out of their way to be very friendly—
like Skunkie.

Her evening stroll past me was not
unusual. Not infrequently, skunks weave
their way around us while we're outside.
One summer, we hosted a family get-
together for visiting friends. Halfway
through dinner, which was served outside
on the grass, a couple of skunks came
waddling up and made their way through
the legs of the people sitting around
the table. The guests were surprised and
delighted. The skunks were the highlight
of the evening. Skunks are a historical
heritage who make us proud.

Gay Bradshaw ¢ bradshaw@kerulos.org

H FIRE ENGINE CAMPAIGN
Continued from page 1

the community and fundraise for
something important. The opportunity
was empowering—it led to discussions
about our purpose and capacities as an
organization and encouraged us to be
ambitious in supporting the needs and
excellence of the Applegate Valley Fire
District (AVFD). We created a dedicated
“Facilities and Equipment Fund” to focus
our fundraising efforts.

When we asked Chief Wolfard for ideas
for a campaign, he hesitated a moment
before suggesting a Type 3 Wildland
Fire Engine, one of which was becoming
available from Ashland Fire District. The
$50,000 cost was daunting—even though
it was much less than the $600,000 price
tag for a brand-new engine. AVFD does
not have a Type 3 engine, which is the
essential engine for fighting wildland fires
on rough terrain. This particular engine,
while used, is in excellent condition and
perfectly suited for the rural and forested
landscape of the Applegate Valley. While
the cost was beyond anything we’ve
undertaken previously, it took us 30
seconds to realize this was the perfect goal
for our campaign.

Working closely with our enormously
helpful fiscal sponsor, the Applegate
Partnership and Watershed Council, we
planned the Swine and Wine fundraiser
at Red Lily Vineyards. To our amazement,
from the beginning of the campaign,
sponsorships and donations quickly began
flowing in. Two $10,000 matching grants
provided impetus—one from the Josephine
Community Foundation and the other
from a local donor. The Applegate jungle
drums worked overtime, with Facebook
posts and emails rebounding around the
community. Within three weeks the event
was sold out!

On September 18, a few days before
the event, we reached our $50,000 goal,
allowing us to acquire this invaluable

engine. Hooray! We then turned our
focus to new tires and a new three-inch
fire hose for the engine, with a combined
cost of $10,000.

On the big night, Red Lily was
at its loveliest and the engine was on
display. Excitement was palpable as the
yummy smells drifted across the lawn
and beautifully decorated tables. Bill
Borah and his friend Tim Ryan had been
at work all day to prepare the roast pork.
As the gathering began, Friends and the
AVED staff and board members could
really feel the affection and support
from the community of caring people
who had stepped up to help with this
important effort.

After the terrific meal, the excitement
amped up. A cake auction! Thanks to
amazing bakers and their enticing cakes,
as well as the efforts of auctioneer Jason
Straube, the would-be dessert eaters were
whipped into a bidding frenzy! This was
followed by a unique barrel table and a
fiercely contended “firefighter experience,”
which went for $2,000! Combined with
the results of a silent auction of baskets
filled with local goodies, by evening’s
end we had raised $11,000, enough to
purchase the tires and hose! Amazing!

What a wonderful community
collaboration this effort has been. There
are so many people and businesses to
thank. For a complete list of sponsors,
supporters, and donors of auction items,
please see the ad in this issue of the
Applegater. We are especially grateful to
the Applegate Partnership and Watershed
Council and Red Lily Vineyards for their
generous support.

Thank you everyonel!
Liza Crosse
On behalf of Friends of the

Applegate Fire District

lizacrosse@comcast.net
Please join us! We are a fun crowd and
need your help. Contact Babette at
brapp5@aol.com.

~ IMPORTANT REMINDER ~
In order to assure that your donation is doubled,
please be sure to date your check

no earlier than November 1, 2024, and
no later than December 31, 2024.

(hank go for yorer support!

H RAY PRAG

Continued from page 1

who shared their quilts, potlucks, life, joy,
sadness, and fun. Over the years, more
than 50 international horticulture students
shared their cultures with the Forestfarm
family as Forestfarm shared theirs with
them, making them new friends and part
of the Forestfarm family...and making
the world a smaller and friendlier place.
All of these folks, local and international,
learned the importance of reduce-reuse-
recycle—essential principles for Ray that
he lived by every day.

Ray and Peg helped found the
Williams Town Council/Citizen Advisory
Committee (the first in Josephine County)
and the biweekly Williams News, both
of which helped bring the Williams
community together with a heart and
an outspoken identity. The Williams
Community Scholarship Fund, cofounded
by Ray and Peg, has provided scholarships
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to more than 100 students from Williams
to continue their education.

In 1999, with the help of Peg’s brother
Lee, Ray and Peg founded Pacifica Garden
to provide innovative education leading
toward a vibrant and resilient future
for the natural world, the arts, and
rural communities. Over the years,
Pacifica’s nature-education program has
reached thousands of children in southern
Oregon. Pacifica is located at 14615
Water Gap Road.

In remembrance. Ray would have asked
for and expected nothing, but he would
have appreciated a donation to Pacifica,
into which he put his heart and soul, or a
tree planted—any tree, anywhere! There is
also a Remembrance Tree on the Art and
Nature Trail at Pacifica where a thought or
remembrance for Ray (or anyone) can be
written and tied to a branch for the wind
to forward.

We will miss you, Ray.

o

Applegate School, 1902. Southern Oregon Historical Society

photo 15376, courtesy of Evelyn Byrne Williams.
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<« Cover Photo »
A variety of tasty nuts served on Thanksgiving by
photographer Linda Kappen in her Applegate home.
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Look who’s reading the Gater!

Take us with you on your next trip. Then send your favorite “Reading the Gater” photo (must include the physical paper)
to gater@applegater.org or mail to Applegater, PO Box 14, Jacksonville, OR 97530.

Photos, left to right:

-Garrett Collins accompanies the Applegater on a fun visit to the Animal Crossing exhibit at the
Oregon Coast Aquarium in Newport, Oregon.

-Megan Pinder takes a much-needed Applegater break while hiking the Dolomite Mountains
during a trip to Italy.

Keep those articles, letters, opinions, and
“Reading the Gater” photos coming in.
You are the Gater!
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Voices of the Applegate Mention this

ad and get

Concert Schedule 20% off1

* Friday, November 22, at the Jacksonville Library in Jacksonville

* Sunday, November 24, at The Lindsay Lodge in Applegate
Under new ownership ‘Ill’lth a

We are looking for more singers to join our choir!
If you are interested in spending 90 minutes a week in joyous music
with a group of happy people, call me for more information.
We hope to see you at our concerts!

Come show us your support and enjoy some food and drinks
on our deck overlooking beautiful Slate Creek.

. . o Creekside Pizza and Pastaria G 541-415-1907
Joan Peterson ¢ 541-846-6988 ¢ Joanpete53l7@gmall.com 7841 Old Redwood Highway, Wilderville (next to the market)
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Happy Holldays,

from your Neighborhood Store
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